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think it over 3.8

What does the word relative mean in the context of relative cell addressing? Is there any link with 

Eddie’s Aunty Elsie?

Now, if I want to do the same for Year 2 and 3 in D3 and D4 respectively, why not just copy the D2 formula? 

Well, if you try it and see you would get a nasty error message in D3 and D4 of ‘#DIV/0!’. This is because 

Excel has treated all the cell addresses in the formula as relative. So the formula in D3 would read ‘=B3/B6’. 

This is good for B3, which is the Year 2 value, but bad for B6, which is nothing. We need it to keep B5 in 

the formula as an absolute cell address, but still change the other relative address. Naturally there is a way 

to do this. If you click on D2, you can see the formula and tell Excel which one of those to make absolute, 

and which to keep relative. You do this by changing B5 in the formula to $B$5 – note the added ‘$’ signs. 

Now, when you copy the formula, B5 will stay the same, but B2 will change as required. Very, very clever.

think it over 3.9

What is meant by the phrase ‘absolute cell address’? If we can use absolute cell addressing why do we 

need relative cell addressing?

So, this is a good introduction to the basics of Excel data input and manipulation, and certainly enough to 

get you started and make you confident enough to begin to analyse data as you move through the book. 

Many more features will be looked at throughout the book, and by the end you will know a lot of neat stuff. 

GETTING STARTED WITH SPSS

Now you have a basic appreciation of Excel, I am going to cover the basics of SPSS. I will start off 

in a slightly more basic manner than Excel, since it is more than likely that you are coming to SPSS 

completely cold, with no experience at all. In terms of versions of SPSS, its makers have an irritating 

habit of releasing new versions of the software pretty frequently. Interestingly, this seems to have 
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